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N the various ; perſecutions of the 
/ chriſtians by the heathen Roman 
Emperors, that of Diocleſian, which 
: began about three hundred years after 
Chriſt, was one of the moſt dreadful, 
and fell particularly upon the Britons, 
who were deſtroyed by the moſt ex- 
cCruciating deaths; when neither old 
| age or infancy, manhood or weakneſs 
Aa e 


T3 


5 were 1 but cruelty raged like g 
conflagration. 


4 
5 


1 to this their extreme diftreſs, three 
BRATIs U KINGS raiſed a weak un- 
_ diliplin'd army to oppoſe theſe ve- 
teran barbarians; and the battle was 
fought on the borders of Staffordſhire, 
where the chriſtian army, and their 
three Kings, were all maſſacred, their 
= carcaſſes and bones burnt, and heap- 
| ed upon a hill, according to the an- 
tient cuſtom of burial after a battle, 
and cover'd with a mount of earth, or 
tümulus, where, probably if dug into, 
the urns and aſhes will be ſtill diſ- 
covered; ; it is called Barrow-cop-Hill 
to this day; being the largeſt and 
hi. uh: ſt tumulus amongſt many in 
this country. 


5 « 7 
When theſe dreadful perſecutions 
were over, which, _ contrary to the 


== 4 hope of the perſecutors, much in- 


creaſed, inſtead of ſuppreſſing the 


chriſtian religion; CoNnsTANTINE | 
the GREAT, became its protector, and 
ſubduing his rivals, particularly the 


bloody tyrant MaxenTius, under 


the banner of the croſs, he gave to 


chriſtianity a legal eſtabliſhment. — 


But having fix'd his ſeat of empire 
in his own city, Conflantinople,—in: 
the following ages, the weſtern part 


of the empire was overrun by Goths, 
| Vandals, Lombards, &c. and obliged 


to recal its armies from Britain, 


ich the flower of the Britiſh Youth, 


for the detence of Gaul and {taly. 


5 T he Britons thus robbed of their 
| own ſtrength were overrun by the 
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Picts, who poured upon them from 
the Highlands, now call d Scotland, 
and — the — 


The Briten in their diſtreſs call'd 
in the Saxons to their aſſiſtance, who 
= ſubdued the Picte, but treacherouſly 
attacked and ſubdued the Britons alſo, 
driving them by degrees from all the | 
fertile part of the country into Wales, | 
and Cornwall, and thus ſettied their 
famous HEPTARCHY. 


| The ſeven W Kingdoms | 
were at firſt all heathens, and lived a 
While in tolerable harmony with each 
other. At length Oswius, the war- 
like king of Northumberland, fell upon 
the wealthy kingdom of Mercia, con- 
; taining all the counties between the 


Trent | 


5 


f ä 1 


HY 


"4 Trent and the Thames, and ſubdued 
1 it: He was ſo bigoted a heathen as 


to put his own two Sons to death for 
e embrac'd chriſtianity but af- 
# terwards, bitterly repenting, was him- 


, elf converted, and built the Cathe- 
dral of Lichfield, on the ſpot near 
| which the foremention'd battle had 
been fought, and the chriſtian army 
| . horridly maſſacred; he called the 
6 place eee or the Field of dead 


L1iCHEN, in the Saxon 


 bodies,— 
Y language, fignifying a dead bidy,— 


1 which! in Staſfordſpire, and the neigh- 
bouring counties is ſtill retain' d; the 
gates of the Cathedral church-yard, 
and thoſe of ſeveral pariſhes, through 

f | which funerals are carried, being cal- 
| led Lich-gates, by vulgar error now 


Labs gate. 


1 


* 1 | 
The Mercian Cathedral being thus 


: founded, the Northumbrians driven | 
back into their own country, and the 


Mercian kings reſtored, they became 


Chriſtians, and reigned in proſperity 
for three centuries, when the Great | 
OrrFaA aſcended the throne, who find- # 
| Ing the Cathedral greatly out of repair, 
. reſtored and rendered i it more ſplendid 


than before, making it archiepiſcopal, 


but that honour was not continued. 

About three centuries afterwards, the 
weather had fo greatly injured the 
Cathedral, the roof being only cover'd 
with ſhingles, Biſhop CLI x TON, in 
the reign of HenRy the firſt, pull d 
it entirely down, and rebuilt it upon 
the preſent magnificent ſcale; he roof- 
ed it with that noble ſtone vault, the 
admiration of architects, and worthy 9 


of the inſpection of the curious; he 


then covered the whole with lead. 


ane 


this | 


iven | 
the 


ame 
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reat | 
n d- ; 
| morton - Street, and was the principal 

one of the town: He built the Bridge 15 
to carry the road ſtraighter, and tbe 
ſtreet leading to it was called Bridge- 
Ateet, by miſtake now Brid and Bird- | 


air, 


did 
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Bichop LAXxGToN added the light 
nd beautiful Lady - Choir, with its 
highly ornamented Screen, about the 
Year 1246; the London road to Chr. 
ter being then carried round by STow 
Church ; the obſcure Lane, now cal- 


led Frag- Lane, was then call'd Throg- 


Areet ; Brid, Bird and Bridge. mean 
ing in the Lichfield diale& the ſame 


thing: LANGToN alſo enlarged the i 
Y CLoss, and fortified it, with a ſtrong 


wall and deep foſſe, ftill in part re- 
maining; ſo that Bithop LanocToN 


| may be juſtly ſtiled one of the princi ipal 
„founders and benefactors of Lichſield. 
I Barrow-cop Hill. the tomb of the 
three ſlain Kins, with a baſſo relievo 


8 


T 


of the pretent church, was made the b 
95 cd - 1 Tia 1 


Nothing very remarkable kappe d KF 


to the Cathedral from this time ta the Y 
Reformation, when Coventry, which 4 
had been long united to it, was again 
disjoined, and its Monaſtry ſeized hy 
| the King. 


= 


When the evil war broke out, the 5 


8 nobility & gentry garriſon' d the Cloſe 3 
and defended it againſt the Parliament 
army under Lord BROOKE, and Sir 


Joun GEIL, the former a virulent Lf 
fanatic and enemy to Cathedrals rais'd 
a battery in the ſtreet, called Dam- 
reer, and early in the ſeige, ſtanding 
under a porch, giving directions to.the 


bombardeers, he was diſcovered from iz 
the battlements of the Lady-Choir by 2 
@ deaf and dumb nn. named 


4 


Drorr, 


tut 
the D vor r, a family ill much eſteemed 
I n che neighbourhood, who levelling 
his muſket at him, the ball glanc'd on 
the lintel of the porch and plung'd in- 
b to his eye; the ſpot where he ſtood, 
3 in Dam -ſtreet, | is ſtill diſtinguiſhed by 


lintel, thro' which the ball paſſed, is 
now preſerved amongſt the cuioſities 
[; in Mr. GREENE s valuable Muſeum. 
But notwithſtanding the loſs of the 
General, and unſkilfulneſs of the be- 
ſeigers, who attacked the ſtrongeſt i in- 
ſtead of the weakeſt part of the forti- 
fications, Sir Joun GEIL continued 
the ſeige, batter'd down the central 
[| large and beautiful ſpire, and in a 
= month's time, the garriſon ſubmit- 

ted... 


y = As this ſeems the firſt Cathedral 
d that was ſeized, after an obſtinate 
r, 8 17 3 "Ye reſiſtance, | 


a pavement of white pebbles ; and the 


ar 


reſiſtance, the rage of civil war was 


then let looſe, and tore the Temple 


itſelf, — the roof was ſtrip'd of the F 
lead, the carved work, monuments, ® 
and ſtatues, were deſtroy'd with axes 
and hammers, the vaulted roof only 
eſcaped, either from the difficulty of 
demoliſhing it, or from the uſe they 
put it to; making it a ſtable for their 
troop horles, and defiling i it with 
their dung,” | 


"Tov the courſe of the: war Prince = 


| RoyerT beſieged the Cloſe again, = 
and the art of war being better under-= | 


| ſtood, he rais'd his batteries in Gay- | 


Feld, a riſing hill north of the church, 
and which overlook” d the whole Cloſe, 7 [6 
and made the garriſon ſa! omit, on the 1 
5 ſecond day of the ſeige. Every one 7 
| knows that the war ended in the de- : 


nen of the King, and many of | 


the 


3 13) : 
the nobilty and gentry, and then in | 
| the deſtruction of the parliament, by 
3 the uſurper CRoMwELL, and how 
1 ſoon after the Reſtoration followed. 


Z Amongſt all the tyrannies, ſequeſt- 
T rations, and pillages made upon the 
church of England, Dr. Joun Hac- 
ker, ſhewed himſelf its adherent and — | 
3] Hero, and offered his body even to 
© martyrdom, rather than diſobey its or 
| dinances: He was at the begining of {| 
ce the civil war rector of Saint Andrew's — 
Holhorn, London ; and when the par- 
lament, as the commons alone call'd 
© themſelves, had voted down the litur- 
gy of the church of Exg land, and for- 
bad the uſe of it, under the ſevereſt 
10 penalties; Dr. Hacker continued 
to read as before the daily ſervice, 
and though a ſerjeant with a troop- 
9 er ruſhed into the church, com- 
| manding | 
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| 3 kim. with threats to deſiſt, ; 
| he with ſteady voice and intrepid [ 
countenance continued; on which 
the murderous bigot thruſt his piſtol 
at his head, "ng him with 
inſtant death; 1 
prieſt calmly replied, Soldier, | 
am doing my duty, do you do yours; 
and with ſtill more exalted voice 
read on; — the ſoldier abaſhed, left 
the church. _ 


N 


the undaunted 


. the Reſtoration, no wonder, 
ed a proteſtant champion was made 
| Biſhop of Lichfield; and with the 
fame zeal with which he defended its 
rights and ceremonies, he ſet about the | 
reſtoration of his Cathedral. In the 
morning after his arrival at Lichfield, | 


he rouſed all his ſervants by break of 


HE day, and with his coach-horſes, and 
dai. d labourers, began the great work 


- 


Fry 


; to which the enemy had reduced it. 
By his large contributions, and by 


every gentleman in the dioceſe, and 
© almoſt every ſtranger that viſited it, 
be is faid to have raiſed 23,0001. 


Y of cleaning the augean ſtable, u- 


E aſſiduouſſy applying and entreating 


55 Jan immenſe ſum in that age, by 
ice BE this he reſtored the Cathedral to its 
left preſent tolerable ſtate. As he found 
5 the epiſopal palace in ruins, he pro- 
cured two prebendal houſes, that in 
which Mr. HowAR D now lives, and 
the preſent Regiſters' office, which he 
8 built as a banqueting- houſe to the o- 
ther; he finiſhed the church and this 
hall, about the ſame time, and conſe- 
= crated the former with great pomp, 

* form'd a ſervice on purpoſe, and gave 
three magnificent entertainments, ths 
one for the Dean and Chapter, and all 

the members of the Cathedral, and 
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